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rushed towards three Indians who were attempting to drag a woman from one of the stationary cars. An assailant was threatening her with a knife, and another, seeing Saegert running up, fired at him. Another stabbed him savagely in the shoulder. Undeterred and extremely angry, Saegert gripped two of the men in catch-as-catch-can fashion and threw them down, thus freeing the frantic woman—afterwards revealed to be Mumtaz Begum, court singer of the then Maharajah of Indore, Sir Tukoji Rao Holkar. Saegert next attempted to drag Mumtaz into his own car, but somebody fired and hit him in the hip. He dropped Mumtaz and rushed at this man, only to be hit again, in the stomach, by another gunman's bullet.
Despite his wounds Saegert, unarmed as he was, continued the fight. Seeing Mumtaz struggling with two other men, he attacked them both and wrested a knife from one of them, using it to some purpose. All this desperate and confused struggle had taken only a few moments. By now, Saegert's companions, a Colonel Vickery and two lieutenants, had rushed to his aid. Among them they rescued Mumtaz and captured a man who turned out to be Shafi Ahmed, Risaldar of the Indore Mounted Police. Mumtaz's companion in the car had been 'murdered. He was a wealthy Mohammedan named Abdul Kadir Baula, with whom she had been living in Bombay.
After these events Saegert, making light of his wounds, drove the car to St. George's Hospital, where he was under treatment for twenty-three days. Police inquiries which followed resulted in the arrest of eight other officials of Indore State, who, with Shafi Ahmed, were later brought to trial. It ended in a sentence of death passed on three of the accused—namely Shafi Ahmed, Sham Rao Dighe, captain of the Indore Air Force, and Ponclc, an officer of the Maharajah's household.
A further sequel was that in February, 192G, the Maharajah announced that he objected to the appointment of a commission by the Viceroy to investigate his alleged connection with the attempted abduction and that he had decided to abdicate in favour of his son. The Maharajah's abdication was accepted and no further inquiry was made.